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Admissions Requirements

CC at A2 level 2 Science subjects or equivalent qualifications. Entry into the
programme at Level 5 is possible via the Assessment of Prior Certificated
Learning or Assessment of Prior Experiential Learning procedures of the
University for suitable entrants.

Aims of the Course

e To provide students with a knowledge and understanding of the
sciences and technologies that underpin biochemistry and to enable
them to use these critically in problem solving and data handling
through their core and other modules.

e To enable students to follow particular subject interests within biology
in parallel with biochemistry through their option module choices.

e To enable students to function in a variety of laboratory settings, and
relate these skills to the practical work undertaken in biochemistry in
their potential future employment.

e Upon completion, students will have been able to gain experience in a
variety of transferable skills that will enhance their employment and
postgraduate education prospects.

e To produce graduates capable of carrying out scientific research.

e To promote professionalism as a fundamental attribute of academic
and professional life

What you will be expected to achieve.

Learning outcomes are statements on what successful students have
achieved as the result of learning. These are threshold statements of
achievement the Ilearning outcomes broadly fall into the following
categories:

The overall knowledge and understanding you will gain from your course.
For example,

- The capacity to explain theoretical foundations of Biochemistry
and importance of multidisciplinary investigation approach to
scientific enquiry;

- A critical awareness of current debates and dilemmas in
aspects of human biology recognising moral and ethical issues
where appropriate.



a) Graduate attributes (formerly called ‘graduate skills’ or ‘employability
skills’) are characteristics that you will have developed for the duration
of your course and are intended to enhance your employability

How you will learn (level 4, 2015/16)

Typically, a module requires a total 150 hours of student engagement and
you should expect to spend 12-20 hours each week in timetabled activities,
leaving plenty of time for independent learning. The learning and the
teaching of the course to allow acquisition and assimilation of cognitive
material, skills and graduate attributes will consist of face-to-face lectures,
supported extensively with IT enhanced or IT supported learning (‘blended
learning’). In addition to the traditional lecture, some of the teaching will be
in small groups, often in enquiry-based learning (EBL) format. Even in a
large lecture theatre, tutors will encourage active participation of students.
Independent study is promoted through tutor-directed private study.
Practical work in the laboratory will facilitate the development of skills of
experimentation, problem solving and data analysis. Throughout, the
intention is to provide as far as possible a student-centred active learning
environment to optimise success and achievement.

Learning at level 4 is intended to result in a solid platform of knowledge and
skills which are further developed at levels 5 and then again at level 6. The
learning outcomes at each level have been designed to create a cohesive
programme with clearly articulated goals which will allow you progress from
‘fundamental’ to ‘advanced’ in key areas and skills. Assessment is an
important part of the learning process and feedback on summative
assessments will be provided by tutors to help guide subsequent study.
Extensive use of formative assessment will allow students to monitor their
own academic progress and to adapt their learning accordingly.

Each module has its own combination of learning opportunities (e.g.
lectures, tutorials, practical work, problem solving and computer-based
exercises) that together with student-centred learning promote engagement
with the subject material. Many modules make use of the online learning
environment Blackboard to provide a learning resource, for example
holding presentations, documents and web links. Teaching of the level 4
modules provides core scientific knowledge and skills across the life
sciences. A sound understanding of biology, chemistry and physiology is
key to further study which itself constitutes the concept being a science
graduate.



Modules which form the Level 4 (first year) of study in 2015/16.

Credit Level

4

Module Module title Status | UK ECT

code credit | S

FSLS400 | Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Core 30 15

FSLS401 | Cell Biology Core 15 7.5

FSLS402 | Critical Thinking for Scientists Core 15 7.5

FSLS403 | Human Physiology & Anatomy Core 30 15

4BICHO002 | Biological Chemistry Core 15 15

w

Option

Modules One module from:

FMAB400 Appllgatlons of Molecular & Applied pton 15 75
Biosciences

FHHS402 | Principles of Pharmacology Option 15 7.5

Award of Certificate of Higher Education available

How you will be assessed (level 4, 2015/16).

The course offers a variety of assessment to students designed to give the
opportunity to demonstrate a range of intellectual and practical skills as
detailed in the Learning Outcomes above. Assessment styles include formal
essays, both seen titles and unseen, practical reports, data handling
exercises, and oral presentations.

Some modules within the level 4 programme are assessed by 100% course
work whereas others will have an exam component which typically
accounts for 50% or 60% of the total module marks. Assessment methods
for course work are varied and may include essays, practical work, reports,
group work and oral presentations. This variety enables students to
develop skills that will prove useful in employment.

Learning Futures.

In September 2016 the university will introduce a new academic framework
for its undergraduate courses. Rather than studying modules worth either
15 or 30 credits per year, the new framework will consist of modules worth
either 20 or 40 credits. The total number of credits attempted (120) and the
total time you should allocate to your studies (1200 hours) will be the same
in 2016/17 as it is for 2015/16.

The main reason for the changes is to make our programmes more student
centred and to involve you in your study more actively. By reducing the



number of modules you take we can reduce the number of assessments
you take and use the time this frees up to bring in more exercises to
support your learning and deepen your understanding and to develop your
own interests. You will also notice that more emphasis is to be placed on
employability and so-called ‘graduate attributes’

Details of the revised course and of the modules you will have from
September 2016, when level 5 modules begin and in September 2017 (new
level 6 modules) are shown on page 16 et seq.




Part one: b) Programme Specification for 2016/17 et seq

Course record information

PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

Course record information

Name and level of final award:

Biochemistry BSc Honours

The Biochemistry BSc (Hons) is a BSc degree that is
Bologna FQ-EHEA first cycle degree or diploma
compatible.

Name and level of intermediate awards:

Diploma of Higher Education in Biochemistry
Certificate of Higher Education in Life Sciences

Awarding body/institution:

University of Westminster

Teaching Institution:

University of Westminster

Status of awarding body/institution:

Recognised Body

Location of delivery:

Central London

Language of delivery and assessment:

English

Mode, length of study and normal
starting month:

Three years full time. September start.

QAA subiject benchmarking group(s):

http://www.gaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-
benchmark-statement-Biosciences.pdf

Professional statutory or regulatory body:

Recognition or Accreditation by the Society of Biology will
be sought once the new programme is approved.

Date of course validation/review:

Date of programme specification

approval:
Valid for cohorts : 2016/17 level 4 or 5, 2017/18 level 4,5 and 6
Course Leader Dr Stuart Thompson
UCAS code and URL: C700

http://www.westminster.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate

What are the minimum entry requirements for the course?

Applicants should possess three A2 levels with grade C or above,
two of which are in scientific subjects such as Biology, Chemistry,



Physics and Mathematics, or equivalent such as International
Baccalaureate — 26 points to include a minimum of 5 in two Higher
Level science subjects. BTEC National Diploma/Certificate -
MMM/DM in Science. In addition to above qualifications GCSE
Maths and English at grade C or above, (or equivalent).

Applicants with English as a Foreign Language

All applicants whose first language is not English or who have not
studied their secondary education in English must normally achieve
a recognised English qualification. This should be at the equivalent
of IELTS 6.0, with a minimum 5.5 in each component. Full details of
equivalent scores can be obtained from the Cavendish Campus
Admissions & Marketing Office.

Accreditation of Prior Learning

Applicants for entry other than at Level 4 (First Year), and those
with appropriate prior experiential learning can be considered for
admission on the basis of Accreditation of Prior (Experiential)
Learning (APEL).

Admissions and Equal Opportunities

In accordance with the University’s Equal Opportunities Policy,
applicants are assessed for admission according to the University
Admissions Regulations for Taught Courses. The University will
admit students to its courses on the basis of the following
principles:

a) Reasonable expectation that the applicant will be able to fulfil
the objectives of the course and achieve the standard required
for the award,;

b) The University requirements for admission to the course leading
to a particular award,;

c) Equality of opportunity for all applicants.

Students with disabilities are welcome at the University and there
are various ways in which support is provided. Students are actively
encouraged to make known their requirements and disability in a
timely manner so that appropriate services and practices can be
provided where necessary.

An applicant who has declared a disability (other than Dyslexia) on
their application form is automatically referred to the relevant
Disability Adviser, or where necessary, to the University’s Student
Health Service. The purpose of this is to assess the applicant’s
needs in terms of any assistance that can be provided by the
University, and allow the applicant to decide if the available support
and accommodation meets their needs.

Aims of the course

The Biochemistry BSc (Hons) course has been designed to:



e Provide you with a solid grounding in biochemistry as well as
the skills required to expand upon your subject knowledge and
keep pace with new developments.

e Equip you to work as a researcher in the field of biochemistry
by developing your skills in an appropriate range of laboratory
and other research techniques.

e Enable you to critically, rigorously and logically analyse
problems and arguments.

e Develop your ability to analyse and interpret numerical and
non-numerical data using appropriate mathematical and
statistical tools.

e Prepare you to apply your skills and subject knowledge to the
challenges facing the world now and in the future.

e Develop your transferable skills so that you can use them in a
variety of scientific and other professional working
environments.

e Prepare you for postgraduate study in biochemistry or related
practical and theoretical disciplines.

What will you be expected to achieve?

Learning outcomes are statements on what successful students
have achieved as the result of learning. These are threshold
statements of achievement the learning outcomes broadly fall into
four categories:

e The overall knowledge and understanding you will gain from
your course (KU).

e Graduate attributes are characteristics that you will have
developed during the duration of your course (GA).

e Professional and personal practice learning outcomes are
specific skills that you will be expected to have gained on
successful completion of the course(PPP)

e Key transferable skills that you will be expected to have
gained on successful completion of the course. (KTS)

Appendix 1 shows where the learning outcomes below are met.

Level 4 learning outcomes
Upon completion of level 4 you will be able to demonstrate:

KU LO4.1- A basic understanding of the molecules involved in
biochemical processes and their underlying chemistry and relate
this knowledge to cells and whole organisms.

KU LO4.2- Design and conduct of simple experiments using some
key equipment and techniques effectively.



KU LO4.3- Understanding of the contribution that science and the
biological sciences have made to human knowledge, and quality of
life historically and in the modern world and an appreciation of their
importance in addressing present and future challenges.

PPP LO4.1- Understanding of the nature of scientific knowledge and
the importance of designing research programmes to effectively and
critically test hypotheses.

PPP LO4.2- Knowledge of how scientists communicate their
findings, and selecting and comprehension of appropriate scientific
sources related to specific problems.

PPP LO4.3- Recognition of key issues in presenting and interpreting
numerical data and correct completion of key basic chemical and
biochemical calculations.

KTS LO4.1- Understanding of the principles of scientific practice
including the importance of questioning assumptions and of
professional standards and ethical conduct.

KTS LO4.2- Write short reports in clear and appropriate scientific
English.

KTS LO4.3- Appreciate the importance of multidisciplinary
approaches in modern science and be able to work in small groups
to complete limited tasks effectively.

Level 5 learning outcomes
Upon completion of level 5 you will be able to demonstrate:

KU LO5.1- An understanding of key metabolic processes and of
genes and gene expression in living organisms and of the
evolutionary basis of gene and protein sequences.

KU LO5.2- Design and successful completion of short series of
experiments to test hypotheses.

KU LO5.3- Evaluation of the social and environmental context of
biochemical research and its application to understanding and
solving contemporary challenges.

PPP LO5.1- Planning of a rigorous and thorough biochemical
research programme to address a specific question.

PPP LO5.2- Identification and comprehension of multiple scientific
sources in the scientific literature and in databases and
development of reasoned conclusions based upon the information
they present.



PPP LO5.3- Application of the principles of statistical analysis to
selection of appropriate mathematical and statistical tools and
mathematical and graphical analysis of biochemical data.

KTS LO5.1- That they can work within the norms of the scientific
professional community including awareness of the social
responsibilities that this involves and the critical importance of
honest and accurate recording and reporting.

KTS LO5.2- Communicate findings and conclusions based upon
their own investigations or the reported findings of others clearly
and cogently in correct and appropriate scientific English.

KTS LO5.3- Work in well organised groups to plan and complete
tasks and use modern multidisciplinary methods, e.g. in silico, for
analysing biochemical problems.

Level 6 learning outcomes
Upon completion of level 6 you will be able to demonstrate:

KU LO6.1- A detailed understanding of the relationship between
structure and function for molecules, reactions and processes that
underlie life on Earth and place them in their biological context.

KU LO6.2- Design and execution of a programme of experiments,
selecting and utilising appropriate apparatus and techniques to
solve a biochemical problem.

KU LOG6.3- Identification of areas in which biochemists can help
address global challenges and consideration of how they could
apply their own knowledge and skills to such goals.

PPP LO6.1- Planning and conduct of a biochemical research
programme that rigorously tests hypotheses and thereby expands
upon current knowledge.

PPP LOG6.2- Identification, critical evaluation and synthesis of
multiple sources of information to expand and develop their
knowledge and understanding in biochemistry and related
disciplines.

PPP LOG6.3- Analysis and interpretation of complex numerical and
non-numerical data using appropriate mathematical and statistical
tools and clear presentation of data so that they support reasoned
conclusions.

KTS LOG6.1- Conduct appropriate to a professional, identifying
strategies for achieving goals, including evaluation of the
consequences of their actions and implementation of these plans
under their own direction.
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KTS LOG6.2- Effectively communicate complex arguments at length
in correct and appropriate scientific English and communicate their
knowledge and conclusions to non-specialists.

KTS LO6.3- Plan and work in groups to achieve common goals
dividing tasks to take full advantage of the diversity of skills and
knowledge in the group.

Course level learning outcomes and graduate attributes are mapped
to the modules in which they will be delivered in Appendix 1 and
Table 1.

How will you learn?

In this degree you will gain a sound foundation in biochemistry,
molecular biology and a sound preparation in biochemical laboratory
techniques and research tools. A core component of your final year
is a project, in which you will undertake original research of your
own under staff guidance in one of the diverse areas of biochemical
research at Westminster.

Biochemistry is a pivotal degree discipline in the modern world and
is fundamental to most of the biological sciences. Therefore
biochemistry is intrinsically multidisciplinary and central to research
and technological advances in many areas including the
pharmaceutical industry, medical research, environmental
technologies and food security. This is reflected in a range of option
modules that allow you to develop your own specific interests and to
acquire skills appropriate for your intended career.

The learning and teaching opportunities for the BSc Biochemistry
course will be a mixture of face to face teaching, independent work,
laboratory work and training and online support activities. The face
to face element will consist of large and small group lectures,
seminars, tutorials, practicals and enquiry (problem) based learning
and “flipped learning” sessions in which you use online material to
prepare for tutorials in which academics guide you in the application
of what you have learned.

Laboratory skills are critical for a biochemist and the Biochemistry
course at Westminster includes a strong programme of laboratory
sessions. Likewise computer based techniques are increasingly
important to biochemistry and related fields and you will receive
hands on training in bioinformatics.

Core lectures will generally address the whole year group, but in
most modules these will be supported by learning activities in
smaller tutorial groups. Module practicals will take place in the
teaching laboratories at the New Cavendish Street site. Your final
year Project will be supported through focused tuition with your
supervisor and you will be able to carry out your experimental work
in the research facilities at the New Cavendish Street site.
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Online resources will be provided where possible to help support
you in your learning and some modules will make substantial use of
blended learning approaches. You will be also be tasked with
finding alternative resources for your own development after
appropriate preparation. You will be supported in working
independently to consolidate and enhance your understanding of the
topics being taught.

The scheduled / supervised time represents only a proportion of
study for each module (approximately one third overall). The
remaining time is self-managed by you, so offering scope for you to
develop your own knowledge and understanding, exploration and
the emergence of the autonomy required of you in professional life.

How will you be assessed?

Assessment is an important tool for guiding your studies and
helping you to improve your skills, knowledge and understanding.
Your modules all use a mixture of “summative” assessments (in
which the marks contribute to your overall module mark and can
contribute to your degree classification) and “formative”
assessments (which do not contribute to your mark but provide a
vehicle for feedback to guide you in furthering your studies and
assist you in optimising your performance in the summative
assessments). You will also receive informal feedback in
discussions with academic staff in tutorials and other sessions. This
will include immediate guidance on how to improve your technical
skills and laboratory practice during practicals and small group
sessions discussing your final year project with your project
supervisor.

Biochemistry graduates are expected to display a range of skills and
personal qualities as well as a wide knowledge of biochemistry and
related disciplines and this is reflected in use of a number of
diverse assessment types during your degree.

Many modules will use examinations and in-class tests. These can
be used to evaluate your knowledge and understanding and your
ability to construct reasoned arguments based on your knowledge.
However, your skill in problem solving, analysing and interpreting
data and carrying out calculations are also sometimes tested in this
way and many of these are partly or completely “open book”.

Laboratory skills are a fundamental aspect of professional practice
for a biochemist and both formative and summative practical based
assessments will test your ability to work accurately, effectively and
safely while using a number of key techniques. Your accounts of
your work allow you to demonstrate that you can interpret data and
report research clearly, concisely and honestly. This will sometimes
be as a conventional scientific report but in some modules you will
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be asked to use other formats such as posters, presentations or
passages in a laboratory notebook.

Other types of assessment used to evaluate various graduate skills
and aspects of scientific understanding, communication and practice
may include essays, posters and other presentations, wikis and
blogs and data analysis and interpretation exercises.

Working in groups or teams is essential in most careers, whether in
science or in other areas, and you will work with other students to
complete some assessments to help you develop these skills.

In your final year research project you will plan and carry out a
short research programme investigating an appropriate subject. The
primary assessment is a thesis written in the style of a short
scientific paper thus testing the design and conduct of the project,
the quality of data obtained, its analysis and interpretation, and the
formation of reasoned conclusions based upon the results in the
context of previous work in the area, as well as the clarity and
professionalism with which the work is communicated. Therefore
this brings together multiple aspects of your degree and provides
direct evidence of your ability to work independently as a scientific
professional.

Additionally, some modules assess learning outcomes or content
from another module (called ‘synoptic assessment’). This requires
you to synthesise skills and knowledge from different modules and
thereby promotes a broader perspective in your learning and
encourages you to cultivate a flexible attitude that is receptive to
multidisciplinary approaches.

Employment and further study opportunities

University of Westminster graduates will be able to demonstrate the
following five Graduate Attributes:
e Critical and creative thinkers
Literate and effective communicator
Entrepreneurial
Global in outlook and engaged in communities
Social, ethically and environmentally aware

These attributes reflect the requirements of the dynamic
employment markets in which our graduates will find themselves
developing these qualities will equip you to prosper in them.

Table 1

Alignment of Graduate Attributes to Course Learning Outcomes

Graduate Attribute Evident in Course Learning
Outcomes
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Critical and creative thinker KU4.2, KU5.2, KU6.2

PPP4.1, PPP5.1, PPP6.1
PPP4.2, PPP5.2. PPP6.2
KTS4.1, KTS5.1, KTS6.1

Literate and effective | KTS4.2, KTS5.2, KTS6.2
communicator
Entrepreneurial KU4.3, KU5.3, KU6.3

KTS4.1, KTS5.1, KTS6.1
KTS4.3, KTS5.3, KTS6.3

Global in outlook and engaged in | KU4.3, KU5.3, KU6.3
communities

Socially, ethically and | KU4.3, KU5.3, KU6.3
environmentally aware KTS4.1, KTS5.1, KTS6.1

University of Westminster courses capitalise on the benefits that
London as a global city and as a major creative, intellectual and
technology hub has to offer for the learning environment and
experience of our students.

The Biochemistry BSc (Hons) course aims to create graduates who
are:
e Knowledgeable in their subject and able to expand upon that
knowledge
e Problem solvers who are curious, flexible, rigorous and willing
to trust to their own initiative
e Aware of the importance of their discipline in shaping the
modern world and its role in providing solutions for the
problems we face
e Able to consider all perspectives and to collaborate with
others with different areas of expertise
e Professional and principled in their outlook

This course will give you the skills and knowledge to establish
yourself in a range of careers related to biochemistry, including the
pharmaceutical, diagnostic and water industries and can form a
foundation for further study.

Biochemistry graduates are also scientifically literate, capable of
logical and critical analysis and numerate and these skills
developed during your time at Westminster will stand you in good
stead in the jobs market.

Course structure

This section shows the core and option modules available as part of
the course and their credit value. Full-time Undergraduate students
study 120 credits per year. Course structures can be subject to
change each academic year following feedback from a variety of
sources.

Note that the majority of options offered will run as core modules in
other cognate courses.
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Credit Level 5

Module code Module title Status UK credit ECTS
Research Methods Core 20 10
Bioinformatics Core 20 10
Molecular Biology and Genetics Core 20 10
Metabolic Biochemistry Core 20 10
Medical Physiology Option 20 10
Systems Pharmacology Option 20 10
Physiological Networks Option 20 10
Contemporary Global Issues Option 20 10
Exploring the Microbial World Option 20 10
Urban Living and the Environment Option 20 10
Medical Genetics in Practice Option 20 10
Molecular and Cellular Therapeutics Option 20 10
Infection and Immunity Option 20 10
University Elective Option 20 10

Award of Diploma of Higher Education available

Credit Level 6

Module code Module title Status UK credit ECTS
UG Research Project Core 40 20
Advanced Cell Biology Core 20 10
Proteins and Enzymes Core 20 10
Advanced Pharmacology & Toxicology Option 20 10
Work Experience and Career Management Skills Option 20 10
Global Ethics Option 20 10
Designing a Sustainable World Option 20 10
Applied Biotechnology Option 20 10
Advanced Molecular Biology Option 20 10
Cancer Biology Option 20 10
University Elective Option 20 10

Award BSc available
Award BSc Honours available.

Please note: Not all option modules will necessarily be offered in
any one year.

Professional Body Accreditation or other external references
The previous Biochemistry BSc (Hons) course was recognised by
the Society of Biology until 2014. New recognition or accreditation
will be sought for the re-approved programme.

Academic regulations

The BSc Honours Biochemistry course and its intermediate awards
operate in accordance with the University's Academic Regulations
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and the UK Quality Code for Higher Education Part A: Setting and
maintaining academic standards published by the Quality Assurance
Agency for Higher Education (QAA) in 2013.

All students should make sure that they access a copy of the
current edition of the general University handbook called Essential
Westminster, which is available at westminster.ac.uk/essential-
westminster. The following regulations should be read in
conjunction with the Modular Framework for Undergraduate Courses
and relevant sections of the current Handbook of Academic
Regulations, which is available at westminster.ac.uk/academic-
regulations. Regulations are subject to change and approval by
Academic Council.

Award

To qualify for the award of Biochemistry BSc (Hons), a student
must:

e oObtained at least a minimum of 360 credits and a maximum of
480 credits including:

- a minimum of 120 Credits at Level 4 or higher, including
80 credits passed and a minimum of condoned credit in
each of the remaining modules up to the value of 40
credits; and

- a minimum of 120 credits at Level 5 or higher; and
- a minimum of 120 credits at Level 6 or higher.

e attempted modules with a maximum value of 340 credits at
levels 5 and 6; and

e satisfied the requirements contained within any course
specific regulations for the relevant course scheme.

How will you be supported in your studies?

Course Management

Your course is managed through the Department of Life Sciences
within the Faculty of Science & Technology. The Course Leader
and the teaching team will meet you in the induction programme and
can help you with enrolment, registration, and orientation to the
university, its processes and the culture of higher education. The
Course Leader is responsible for development and management of
the course in conjunction with the Head of Department, the Faculty
Director of Learning and Teaching and the departmental Learning &
Teaching co-ordinator.

The course is monitored each year by senior members of the
Faculty to ensure that it is running effectively and that issues that
might affect the student experience have been appropriately
addressed. Each course will have Course Committee meetings
throughout the year and staff will consider the outcomes from these
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meetings, evidence of student progression and achievement to
evaluate the effectiveness of the course. The Academic Standards
Group audits this process and the outcomes are reported to the
Academic Council of the University, which has overall responsibility
for the maintenance of quality and standards in the University.

Academic Support

Upon arrival, an induction programme will introduce you to the staff
responsible for the course, the campus on which you will be
studying, the Library and IT facilities, additional support available
and to your Faculty Registry Office. You will be provided with the
Course Handbook, which provides detailed information about the
course. Each course has a course leader or Director of Studies. All
students enrolled on a full-time course and part time students
registered for more than 60 credits a year have a personal tutor,
who provides advice and guidance on academic matters. The
University uses a Virtual Learning Environment called Blackboard
where students access their course materials, and can communicate
and collaborate with staff and other students

Learning Support

The Academic Learning Development Centre supports students in
developing the skills required for higher education. As well as
online resources in Blackboard, students have the opportunity to
attend Study Skills workshops and one to one appointments.

Learning support includes four libraries, each holding a collection of
resources related to the subjects taught at that site. Students! can
search the entire library collection online through the Library Search
service to find and reserve printed books, and access electronic
resources (databases, e-journals, e-books). Students can choose
to study in the libraries, which have areas for silent and group
study, desktop computers, laptops for loan, photocopying and
printing services. They can also choose from several computer
rooms at each campus where desktop computers are available with
the general and specialist software that supports the courses taught
at their Faculty. Students can also securely connect their own
laptops and mobile devices to the University wireless network.

Support Services

The University of Westminster Student Affairs department provide
advice and guidance on accommodation, financial and legal matters,
personal counselling, health and disability issues, careers,
specialist advice for international students and the chaplaincy
providing multi-faith guidance. The University of Westminster
Students' Union also provides a range of facilities to support
students during their time at the University.

! Students enrolled at Collaborative partners may have differing access due to licence
agreements.
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How do we ensure the quality of our courses and continuous
improvement?

The course was initially approved by a University Validation Panel
including internal peers from the University, academic(s) from
another university and a representative from industry. This helps to
ensure the comparability of the course to those offered in other
universities and the relevance to employers.

The course is also monitored each year by the Faculty to ensure it
is running effectively and that issues which might affect the student
experience have been appropriately addressed. Staff will consider
evidence about the course, including the outcomes from Course
Committees, evidence of student progression and achievement and
the reports from external examiners, to evaluate the effectiveness
of the course. Each Faculty puts in to place an action plan. This
may for example include making changes on the way the module is
taught, assessed or even how the course is structured in order to
improve the course, in such cases an approval process is in place.

A Course review takes place periodically to ensure that the
curriculum is up-to-date and that the skills gained on the course
continue to be relevant to employers. Students meet with review
panels to provide feedback on their experiences. Student feedback
from previous years e.g. from Course Committees is also part of the
evidence used to assess how the course has been running.

How do we act on student feedback?

Student feedback is important to the University and student views
are taken seriously. Student feedback is gathered in a variety of
ways.

e Through Course Committees students have the opportunity to
express their voice in the running of their course. Student
representatives are elected to Committee to expressly
represent the views of their peer. The University and the
Students’ Union work together to provide a full induction to
the role of the student representatives.

e Each Faculty also has its own Faculty Student Forum with
student representatives; this enables wider discussions
across the Faculty. Student representatives are also
represented on key Faculty and university committees.

e All students are invited to complete a questionnaire before the
end of each module. The feedback from this will inform the
module leader on the effectiveness of the module and
highlight areas that could be enhanced.

e The University also has an annual Student Experience Survey
which seeks the opinions of students about their course and
University experience. Final year Undergraduate students will
be asked to complete the National Student Survey which helps
to inform the national university league tables.
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Appendix 1

Course level learning outcomes are mapped to the modules in which they are delivered in the

table below.

Upon completion of each level you will be able to demonstrate:

Modules Level 4 — Course Learning Outcomes
KU | KU | KU | PPP | PPP | PPP | KTS | KTS | KTS
LO41 | LO42 | LO43 | LO4L | LO42 | LO43 | LO4L | LO42 | LO43
Science: History, Philosophy and Practice v v v v v v v v
Biochemistry v v v v
Cell Biology v v v v v v
Human Physiology v v
Biological Chemistry v v
Modules Level 5 — Course Learning Outcomes
KU | KU | KU | PPP | PPP | PPP | KTS | KTS | KTS
LO5.1 | LO5.2 | LO5:3 | LO5.1 | LO52 | LO53 | LO5.1 | LO5.2 | LO5.3
Research Methods v v v v v v v
Bioinformatics v v v v
Molecular Biology and Genetics v v | v v v
Metabolic Biochemistry v v v | vV v
Modules Level 6 — Course Learning Outcomes
KU | KU | KU | PPP | PPP | PPP | KTS | KTS | KTS
LO6.1 | LO6.2 | LO6.3 | LO6.L | LOB.2 | LO63 | LOB.L | LOG.2 | LOB.3
UG Research Project v v v v v v
Molecular Cell Biology v v v v | v
Proteins and Enzymes v | v v v v
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